Less Limb Muscle Involvement in Myositis Patients with Anti-Mitochondrial Antibodies.
Recent studies have revealed the clinical, histological, and pathophysiological characteristics in a group of inflammatory myopathies with selected autoantibodies. We retrospectively compared the clinical manifestations and histological features between 8 anti-mitochondrial (anti-M2) antibody-positive and 33 antibody-negative patients. Patients with anti-M2 antibodies have been previously reported to have delayed diagnostic confirmation and frequent cardiopulmonary complications in comparison to those without the antibodies. In our study, clinical characteristics in patients with the antibodies were as follows: lesser degree of limb muscle weakness and atrophy as well as lymphocytic infiltration in muscle biopsy specimens, and frequent paravertebral muscle atrophy. Anti-M2 antibody appeared to be a biomarker related to not only cardiopulmonary complications, but also characteristic -distributions of affected muscles.